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Through participation in the Montana High School Mock Trial Competition, students from all over Montana
have a hands-on opportunity to examine the legal process and current legal issues, engage with local attorneys
and the judicial branch of government, and develop important critical thinking, presentation, public speaking,

and teamwork skills.

Students play the roles of attorneys, witnesses, timekeepers, and courtroom artists (optional). Students prepare both sides
of the case. A student may be an attorney for one side and a witness for the other, or an attorney for both sides, or a witness
for both sides. Timekeepers keep the competition rounds on schedule. Courtroom artists provide a visual record of the pro-

ceedings.

Teachers help recruit team members, handle team logistics, assist with fundraising, and partner with attorney coaches to

prepare students for the competition.

Attorneys provide a lawyer’s perspective on the case materials and work with the teams to learn trial practice skills and

develop trial strategies.

Mock Trial Quick Facts:

e Open to grades 9 to 12

e Teams of 6 to 9 students

e Students can play the role of an attorney, a witness, or both!

e State competition in Helena

e Earn a chance to compete in the National High School
Mock Trial Competition in Evansville, IN

Important Dates:

October 1, 2019- February 15, 2020: Registration Open
November, 2019: Case Materials Released

March 6-7, 2020: State competition in Helena

May 6-9, 2020: National Championship in Evansville, IN

Registration:

For more information, including volunteer opportunities and to
register a team, please visit the Montana High School Mock
Trial Website www.mocktrial. montanabar.org

Questions?

Email mocktrial@montanabar.org




